
Pet
Assisted
Therapy
Services

Furry
Friends

Short Paws
The Official Newsletter of Furry Friends P.A.T.S.

Fall 2020

Please see page 6 for details

Submit your photos to info@furryfriends.org to be on the cover of this newsletter! 
please check out our SmugMug photo album at 

https://patsfurryfriends.smugmug.com/

New Swag!



2
 

Short Paws Fall 2020

Our mission is to consistently facilitate delivery of 
the love and affection of our volunteers and their 

pets.  We enhance the lives and touch the hearts of 
people with special needs.

Board of Directors

PRESIDENT 
Joan Peterson

VICE PRESIDENT 
Kathy Harris

SECRETARY 
Anne Tiry

TREASURER 
Randee McQueen

 DIRECTORS

Duane Hinders
Kat Hsueh

ADMINISTRATOR 
Tara Johnson

admin@furryfriends.org

ANIMAL BEHAVIORIST 
Julie Bond

Pet
Assisted
Therapy
Services

Furry
Friends

When sending in vaccine records 
for your pet,   

please let us know your pet’s last name!

Departments

Leadership...................................................................2
President’s Letter.........................................................3
Editor’s Note...............................................................4
Anniversaries...............................................................5
Critter Doctor...............................................................8
Rainbow Bridge.........................................................10

Furry Friends masks!

In This Issue

page 6 - New shirts!

page 7 - Event updates



3
 

What a year! There have been lots and 
lots of changes for everyone. We shut 
down visits seven months ago, and all 
of our lives are different. We can’t wait 
for life to get back to normal and share 
our animals’ love with young people and 
older adults. Furry Friends continues to 
have expenses, so membership fees will 
still be due December 1. Due to the Pan-
demic, the board decided to adjust the 
fees. Renewals will be $25 for individuals 
and $50 for families for 2021 only.  I hope 
all of our volunteers are healthy & safe.

First, I want to thank Cameron Brown, who has resigned from the board of 
directors. Many of you know her from being on one of the many teams she 
captained, orchestrating the captain’s dinner or being in charge of our Furry 
Friends store. The board members will miss her enthusiasm, and I wish her 
the very best in the future.

Secondly, Kathy Harris, the vice president, has decided to resign at the end 
of her term in November to pursue other interests. She was a joy to work 
with, and the board will miss her inputs and dedication.

Finally, I need to announce that I will be resigning as President in Novem-
ber. After all of my life in the Bay area and 20 years with Furry Friends, I 
have moved to Lake Tahoe full time.  I am so grateful for all of the wonder-
ful volunteers, their pets, experiences, and being on the Board of Directors.   
I have made many friends over the years and will miss them. Memories of 
team visits and Special Visits will stay with me forever.  I share your pas-
sion for pet therapy and see how we all make a difference in people’s lives.  
Teddy & I will miss being part of Furry Friends!  

Please feel free to email me at Smokeyandashes@yahoo.com and let me 
know how you are doing.

Take care & stay safe,

Joan    

A letter from your President
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Happy Fall and happy October!

My favorite season is Autumn (wait, do we have seasons here?). Although we 
may not have the full Fall foliage of red, orange and yellow, the air is a little cool-
er and feels different. The roads are usually great for driving, at least until the 
rains come around Halloween. Another reason I love this time of year.

Unfortunately, the fires are raging in Northern California right now and so 
many people are without homes. I hope we get some rain sooner to help those 
firefighters out. My boyfriend’s son, Josh, has been working for the California 
Conservation Corp in Watsonville since July. He is staying with me during this 
time and it’s his first real job, learning a lot about people while working hard. 
He has been assigned to various projects for a couple of weeks at a time, to clear 
brush or work at a fire, assisting the firemen with their supplies, checking tem-
peratures and whatever else they need. We are really proud of him.

I am grateful that I was able to keep my 
job and work virtually. I also took a mini 
road trip vacation in August to pick up 
two more Pomeranians. I will be training 
them to be Furry Friends because I think 
they will love the attention and they bring 
smiles to people’s faces. Bubba is at the top 
and my crew is shown here (L-R) Mandy, 
Bubba and Perri.

Take care and see you next month!

Editor’s Note
Kat Hsueh, Editor

& Mandy, Furry Friend
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 Volunteers who have hit milestone 

Anniversaries!
We want to thank everyone for their wonderful support and 
for volunteering with Furry Friends for so many years!  We 
appreciate your hard work and dedication. We would not 
have the wonderful organization we do without all of you 
amazing Volunteers!    

Patty Holaday
Alice Patrick
Betsy Zobell

Harrison Guire
Logan Guire
Anna Kremer

Marita Seulamo-Vargas
Mike Armfield
Tavie Armfield
Elizabeth Basile
Bob Boucneau
Kristin Boyce

Isabelle McNeil
Zoe Miller

May Nguyen
Hiroko Yoshida

*Please note, moving forward, we will be giving the 1st to 4th year anniversary pins to Captains 
at the annual Captains’ Dinner to distribute to their team members. This year, we will be mailing 
them. Multi-year hangers will be mailed directly.

~1 Year~
Christine Grady
Rainey Graeven
Diana Jerolimov

Grace Mittelstaedt
Betsy Smith

Christie Brown
Grace Brown
Austin Chen
Annie Yuan

Caren Corbin
Addie Salas
Jessie Salas

Doris Atkinson
Cambrae Alvarez

Sylvia Christopher
Casey Dauzet
Justin Hang
Jihwon Im
Sophia Im

Jon McBain
Karla Orduna

Francisco Rovira
Brenda Swiney

~2 Years~ ~3 Years cont’d~
Julie Gallinat

Anita Whitling
Lorraine Chew

Laurie Bergren
Risa Biggar

Eliza Mae Cunningham
Pamela White

~4 Years~
Belle Holder

Harla Norman
Susan Swagert
Jaya Kameth

Viki Paige
Sidney Mygatt

Zach Boone
Ginger Chao
Nicole Chua
Susan Day
Justin Hsu
Linn Joanis

Karey Spidell
Joan Wagner
~5 Years~

~3 Years~
Deborah Conant

Susan Frank
David Ludwico
Heidi Thomas
Alex Borjigin

Andrew Borjigin
Sarah Borjigin
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~10 Years~
Maud Carol Goldfield

Deborah Meza
Kathy Campbell

~15 Years~
Diana Murphy

Got Shirts?
Order yours at CustomInk https://www.customink.com/fundraising/maskshirt

Please note, this is NOT a fundraiser.

Long sleeves for outdoor visits!

~20 Years~
Anne Tiry
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 Holiday Event Updates

For many years, Furry Friends has participated in the Los Gatos 
Holiday Parade and in Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping.  

Due to COVID-19, neither of these events will be held this year.

Zoom Reading Buddies Update

In the last newsletter, we told you about our plans to hold Zoom 
Reading Buddies sessions.  This has been slow to get off the 
ground, unfortunately.  It has been a challenge to identify groups of 
children to participate, and we are continuing to work on that.

We did hold our first real session last week, with an after school 
program whose visits were captained by Kathy Harris.  Kathy 
scheduled the session and served as the “breakout boss” to manage 
the breakout rooms.  Sandra Delvin was the “chatty host”.  It was a 
small group, and the Furry Friends volunteers/dogs were limited 
to the core group who has been working on this.  Thanks go out to 
Kathy Harris and Sandra Delvin for running the meeting, and to 
Randee McQueen, Steve Wincor, Katie O’Donnell, and Anne Tiry 
for participating.  It all went very smoothly, thanks to Kathy and 
Sandra.

No further meetings are scheduled at this time, but we’ll send out 
an email for sign-ups when we do get something on the calendar.
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JULIE C. BOND, M.S, ANIMAL BEHAVIORIST
Critter Doctor

Q I keep getting notices about my dog’s vaccines needing to be updated for Furry 
Friends.  Since we aren’t doing visits right now, why am I getting these emails?  
K in Palo Alto

A Even though visits are on hold for the time being, you still need to keep your pets 
up-to-date on all of their vaccinations, yearly health exams, fecal exams, etc. While 
we realize that you are still unable to go with your pets to their appointments, 
most veterinarians are able to provide routine veterinary care (including health 
exams, vaccines, and fecal exams) at this time versus earlier in the pandemic 
when they were restricted to emergencies only.   I realize that your vet visits look 
very different now as well with staff coming out to your vehicles to collect your 
pets, leaving you in the parking lot while your animal is cared for.  Even still, 
these routine appointments are in your pet’s best interest and a required part 
of future participation in the Furry Friends organization.  When you take your 
pets to the vet for these appointments, don’t forget to have them complete the 
necessary paperwork for Furry Friends which can be found on our website in the 
members section.  That paperwork can then be scanned and emailed to admin@
furryfriends.org to keep your pets’ records up-to-date.  And if your personal 
veterinarian is unable to give your pets vaccines when they are due, you do have 
the option of visiting an area vaccine clinic to obtain those vaccinations.  Our 
friends at PAWS have implemented a drive-through vaccine clinic, to insure your 
pets are properly protected from diseases they are able to vaccinate for. Please 
keep in mind that this is an assigned appointment-only clinic, so there are no 
drop-ins allowed. For more information, please visit https://www.paws4sjacs.
org/vaccine-form.

Q I saw a video you posted on Facebook where your dog was on a 
6-foot purple leash.  The leash you gave us in class isn’t that long!  
Will we be getting those longer leashes for our visits, or will we 
need to purchase them ourselves once we can start visiting again?   
R in San Martin
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A 6 foot purple leashes are on order for our members.  We will have two sizes 
available, the ¾ inch and 1 inch.  We will not be ordering 6 foot leashes in the 
smallest size (like those we give to cat and bunny owners) since most of the cat 
and bunny therapy pets in our organization ride around in strollers so the length 
of the leash is not an issue. These longer leashes will be provided to members free 
of charge so that you will have them when visits resume.  Please make sure that 
admin@furryfriends.org has your current mailing address for the leashes being 
sent to you!

Q Now that some of the county-wide restrictions are being relaxed, do you 
have any idea when we will be able to resume our visits?  My dog and 
I miss our team members and the folks we visited with every month!   
P in San Jose

A Desi and I really miss our visits too!  Now that I’ve started practicing with 
him approaching people on a 6 foot leash, with the “Go Say Hi!” command I 
demonstrated in a recent video on our Facebook pages, he is a bit happier as he’s 
getting some attention from strangers again.  I highly recommend that people 
begin practicing this skill on any 6 foot leash you might have at home right now 
as it is likely that any visits we do will have restrictions such as remaining 6 feet 
apart still in place.  It is likely that visits outdoors will resume before any kind 
of indoor visits.  I’m also anticipating that sites will want fewer team members 
and pets doing these visits and wanting the same volunteers and pets doing 
them every month to control for possible viral spread.  I imagine that we will be 
taking our temperatures before visits (or having them taken at the facilities we 
visit), as well as answering questions about our health and possible exposure to 
Covid-19 before our visits.  Conversely, we will want our volunteers to feel safe 
on their visits and we will be asking the sites to make sure that anyone interacting 
with our volunteers and their pets have been similarly screened.  Everyone will 
need to wear masks and use hand sanitizer.  Shortening our visits and limiting 
or completely eliminating direct contact in enclosed/indoor spaces should help 
minimize risk as well. Lastly, we will probably ask that volunteers limit their visits 
to just one facility when we start up our visits again given that sites will want 
fewer volunteers for each visit and we want to minimize the risk of transmission 
from one facility to another. While none of these measures 100% guarantees that 
no one will be exposed to the virus, it is likely the best strategy as we move 
forward with therapy visits in the near future.

continued from page 8



10
 

Short Paws Fall 2020

Pets that have crossed the rainbow bridge

Buddy Del Carlo

Has your FF pet passed and you want to stay involved in Furry 
Friends?

If you are still wanting to do pet therapy but don’t plan on training 
another animal or are in process of training, you may want to 
captain a visit without an animal. 

Being a captain without a pet is really FUN! You still get to love all 
the pets, talk to the students and school/site staff about what we 
do, and help direct traffic and answer questions. 

Please contact 

admin@furryfriends.org


