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Submit your photos to info@furryfriends.org to be on the cover of this newsletter! 
please check out our SmugMug photo album at 

https://patsfurryfriends.smugmug.com/

Happy New Year!

The Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital team (see page 5)
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Our mission is to consistently facilitate delivery of 
the love and affection of our volunteers and their 

pets.  We enhance the lives and touch the hearts of 
people with special needs.
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Welcome to 2021, everyone!

 As Joan Peterson said in the last newsletter, 2020 was certainly not what 
we expected.  We shut down our visits in March, and are still not able to 
resume those visits.  We do still have expenses, and we reduced member-
ship fees for 2021 only to $25 per individual and $50 per family.  We want to 
extend a big THANK YOU to those who have renewed your membership!  
If you have not renewed, please consider doing so by the end of January.  If 
you choose not to renew, and then decide to join again after we are able to 
resume visits, you’ll need to attend the etiquette class again with your pet. 

I want to thank Joan Peterson and Kathy Harris for their service as presi-
dent and vice-president, respectively; their resignations were effective at 
the end of our November 2020 board meeting.  Kat Hsueh has also resigned 
from the board, since she is moving out of the area.  Thank you, Kat, for 
your service as well, and for your awesome work on the newsletters.

I will be the president for 2021; many of you know that I served as president 
in the past.  Sal Guardino is back on the board, and will be serving as vice 
president.  You may remember that Sal was also the board president in the 
past, so welcome back, Sal!  Randee McQueen will continue as treasurer, 
and will also take on the role of secretary.

We are actively looking for more board members, and for someone to take 
on the newsletter.  Our board meetings are on the 4th Tuesday of every 
other month, January/March/May/July/September/November.  Our next 
meeting will be Tuesday, January 26, at 7pm, via Zoom.  

If anyone is interested in learning more about becoming a board member, 
or has an interest in doing the newsletter, please contact me at annemtiry@
comcast.net.  

We will continue to monitor the COVID situation, and will keep you up-
dated on when we will be able to resume doing our visits.  We all miss it so 
much! 

          Anne

A letter from your PresidentIn This Issue

page 5 - Tribute to Roy Walsh

page 7 - Zoom Reading Buddies 
Update

mailto:admin@furryfriends.org


4
 

5
 

Short Paws Winter 2021

Tribute to Roy Wash
By:  Vickie Miyaoka, Former LPCH Team Captain

      It was with great sadness that 
we learned of Roy Wash’s 
passing in late December. 
Roy joined Furry Friends 
in November of 2000, and 
was a dedicated member for 
over two decades.  Some of 
the words you might hear to 
describe Roy are . . . devoted 
. . . kind . . . a gentleman . . . 
thoughtful . . . easy-going . . . 
always willing to lend a hand 
. . . someone you could count 
on.  I had the privilege of 
serving with Roy on the Lucile 
Packard’s Children’s Hospital 
Saturday team for over 14 
years.  Roy was at the launch 
of the first Saturday team visit 
in April of 2003, and he was 

at our last visit in August of 2017.  That’s the way Roy was, he saw things 
through from beginning to end.
     Roy absolutely loved visiting with the children at the hospital and 
always with a Golden by his side . . . first Rochelle, and then Sophia.  Both 
dogs relished being in Roy’s sunshine and would gaze up at him with 
adoring eyes.  You know how people say, “I want to come back as your 
dog!” . . . well, that was never more true than with Roy.  Once you were part 
of his family, you were there to stay and treated as a valued member.
     Our visits were filled with many magical moments that bonded our team 
together.  Seeing a child joyfully petting our furry friends while recovering 
from open heart surgery or brain surgery is a sight that can’t adequately be 
put into words.  Or the sheer happiness on a parent’s face when they see 

Whew, we survived 2020!

Hope you are having a nice winter. The weather has been decent and I’ve been 
enjoying driving the foothills of Contra Costa and Solano Counties. My move to 
the East Bay is almost done. My work is still in Scotts Valley but I can work re-
motely so have chosen to live closer to my immediate family.

That is one of my goals for this year, and here are some other ones:
- to stay in better touch with my friends
- to simplify my life and reclaim time with less things, less social media, obliga-

tions, etc.
- work on a new skill
I do enjoy putting together this newsletter and reading others’ writing and we 

are still looking for an editor. If you don’t want a job but would like to contribute, 
please feel free to send in an article. We can use anything that you want to share. 
Some of you have been volunteers for a long time and a “blast from the past” 
photo would be fun! 

Take care and please be safe as COVID isn’t slowing down.

Kat & the furry crew

Editor’s Note
Kat Hsueh, Editor

& Mandy, Furry Friend
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Zoom Reading Buddies Update

In the last couple of newsletters, you have seen articles about our plans 
to set up Zoom Reading Buddies sessions. We didn’t get the reaction we 
thought we would. We had reached out to some teachers, to see if they were 
interested in doing this with their classes. Unfortunately, that didn’t work 
out. 
What we have decided to do is ask you, our volunteers, to participate with 
your kids, your grandkids, a neighbor - someone you know who would be 
interested in reading to a pet. 
Our first session is planned for Wednesday, January 27, at either 3 or 4 pm. 
There will be two Sign-Up Genius items set up: one to sign up kids, and 
one for volunteers/pets. The session will be limited to 10 people, and will 
last about 30 minutes. There will be two reading sessions, each about 10 
minutes long. Watch your email for details, and the opportunity to sign up! 
Note: your pet does not need to be officially part of the Reading Buddies 
program in order to participate in these virtual sessions. 
Many of you have expressed interest in participating in sessions with your 
pets, but only a very few expressed an interest in actually *running* the 
sessions. We cannot do this on a regular basis without people helping to run 
the sessions. Each session requires two people, without their pets, to run it - 
one to function as a host/leader, and one to manage the breakout rooms for 
the reading sessions.
We are still unable to resume our normal visits, and at this time, it’s unclear 
when we will be able to do so. This is one way in which our volunteers and 
pets can still participate in visits, and provide a bright spot to some children 
at the same time.
If you are willing to help run the sessions - not just participate with your 
pet - please email annemtiry@comcast.net for more information. We need 
your help in order to do this!

their child smiling for the first time in a very long time.  Hearing the parent 
call another family member, “You have to come see this, she’s smiling!” 
with a tear rolling down their cheek.  It’s a magical moment in time that 

you will never forget.  These 
are just some examples 
of the gifts that Roy gave 
to the children and their 
families.  Gifts that are truly 
“priceless” in the truest 
definition of the word . . . 
so precious that its value 
cannot be determined.
    To Julie and Roy’s family, 
on behalf of the LPCH team 
please know that we feel so 
grateful to have known Roy 
and to have served with him 
for so many, unforgettable 

years.  We will miss him greatly.  One thing I feel certain of is that all the 
love Roy poured into the children at LPCH will live on.  He helped with 
their healing and their journey forward.  All the time and heart that Roy 
gave so generously to others in need will continue to resonate here on earth.  
There is good in the world.  Roy was proof of that.
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JULIE C. BOND, M.S, ANIMAL BEHAVIORIST
Critter Doctor

Q I received an email about needing to pay my Furry Friends dues for 2021.  Since 
we aren’t doing visits and are back to sheltering in place all over the Bay Area now 
through the beginning of January, why are we being asked to pay dues now, if at all?   
R in San Jose

A Even though visits continue to be on hold for the time being, we are hopeful that 
they will resume in 2021 once vaccinations become widespread in the communities 
we visit. In the meantime, our organization still has expenses to be met and those 
expenses are covered primarily by the dues paid by our membership. The board 
of directors for Furry Friends has decided to reduce dues for 2021 only.  Dues for 
single members are $25 and for families $50. If you choose not to renew now, but 
want to resume visits at some later date, you will need to rejoin our organization, 
submitting all of the required paperwork and attend etiquette class again with 
your pet.

Q Now that vaccines are starting to be given to healthcare workers and 
the staff and residents of the facilities we visit, does this mean our 
visits will resume too, or do we have to certify that we’ve received the 
COVID-19 vaccine too before we will be able to start doing visits again?   
L in Palo Alto

A At this point, I don’t have the answer to that question.  Once the vaccines are 
made more widely available, team captains will have to reach out to the facilities 
they visit and find out what rules or guidelines each individual facility will want 
us to follow in order to begin visits again. I’m imagining that some of the facilities 
we visit will require that our volunteers have received both of the vaccinations 
(it’s a series of two vaccinations, a few weeks apart) before we can resume our 
visits, while there may also be facilities that are fine with our volunteers visiting 
as long as they’ve had a negative COVID test and the residents/patients they are 
visiting with have received the two vaccinations.

Q Do you think our visits will be different when we start being able 
to see people again? I feel like it’s going to be weird to be having 
strangers petting my dog again and I feel like he may be a bit 
timid about it as well since it literally hasn’t happened in months!   
D in Santa Cruz

A I agree, it’s likely to seem a bit surreal at first since none of us have done any pet 
assisted therapy visits since January/February of 2020!  Most of our pets have 
not had contact with strangers and have likely only been receiving attention 
from immediate family members in our “COVID bubbles.” Pets who are social 
butterflies are likely to plow right ahead and really enjoy their visits and the 
attention they’ve been missing.  For some animals, however, there may be an 
adjustment period to getting back into the swing of getting attention from new 
people.  Our pets are also very good at reading our emotions and picking up on 
our stress, so our anxiety about resuming visits is likely to be reflected in our 
pets’ behavior.  I think it’s important for all of our volunteers to communicate 
with each other, share their feelings and anxieties, and help one another move 
forward.  Once we can safely engage with one another and each other’s pets, 
that’s a good starting point for getting all of us to prepare ourselves for what our 
visits will look like in the future.

Q I’ve been doing pet therapy for almost 15 years.  Right now, I’m afraid that 
our visits won’t be the same, even if we can go back to doing them in 2021.  
I feel like everyone will be freaked out about standing next to strangers, 
having strangers touch their pets, etc.  Is it even possible for something 
like pet therapy to continue to be a thing once this pandemic is over?    
M in Sunnyvale

A I think that pet therapy is something that will still have value in our communities.  
While our visits may not be the same, I do believe that they will still be useful 
for the facilities we visit and fulfilling for our members and their pets. Even if 
we have to do less frequent visits, or have smaller teams, or do visits outside 
and/or use longer leashes, I still think “licking loneliness” has value and will 
be appreciated going forward, now more than ever, as so many people have felt 
isolated and alone during this pandemic. My hope is that our organization can 
reach even more of those in need in our communities and that our volunteers will 
step up to the challenge and share the love of their pets with others less fortunate. 

continued from page 8



                                                            
 

        Furry Friends Pet Assisted Therapy Services’ mission                                          
is to consistently facilitate the delivery 

of the love and affection of our volunteers 
and their pets. We enhance the lives 

and touch the hearts 
of people with special needs. 

 

We’re Licking Loneliness! 

Furry Friends Pet Assisted Therapy Services 
A California non-profit organization 

P.O. Box 5099 San Jose, CA 95150-5099 
 

www.FurryFriends.org     email: admin@furryfriends.org 
membership renewal 8-2019 

Membership	Renewal	Form		
Name:	________________________________________________	

	

Street	address:	_________________________________________________________________	

City:	__________________________________________		

Zip	Code:	____________________________________		

Phone	Number:	(Primary)_________________________	(Other)___________________	 

Email	Address:	____________________________________________________________	 

If	someone	else	in	your	household	already	receives	the	Short	Paws	newsletter,	please	check	

below	to	remove	your	name	from	the	mailing	list:	 

☐ Remove	me	from	the	mailing	list	 

Please	indicate	if	you	could	help	with:		

☐ Phone	calling	(calling	existing	volunteers)	

☐ New	Volunteer	Recruitment	

☐ Computer	work	(email,	data	entry,	web	pages,	database)	

☐ Publications	(newsletters,	brochures,	forms,	etc.)	

☐ Evaluating	New	Sites	

☐ Being	a	Team	Captain	

☐ Assisting	at	events	(volunteer	picnic,	Bark	in	the	Park,	etc.)		

☐ Membership	on	the	Board	of	Directors	 

or go to our website and pay using PayPal:

http://www.furryfriends.org/renew-membership
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Pets that have crossed the rainbow bridge

Kylie Oneto      Duke Stewart
Brownie Alcumbrac    Hank Alcumbrac
Lucy Tiry      Kasha Harris
Murray Berg     Trekk McQueen

Has your FF pet passed and you want to stay involved in Furry 
Friends?

If you are still wanting to do pet therapy but don’t plan on training 
another animal or are in process of training, you may want to 
captain a visit without an animal. 

Being a captain without a pet is really FUN! You still get to love all 
the pets, talk to the students and school/site staff about what we 
do, and help direct traffic and answer questions. 

Please contact 

admin@furryfriends.org

http://www.furryfriends.org/memberRenewal.html
mailto:admin@furryfriends.org 

